
Wednesday, June 23, 2021
10:00 – 11:30 am  ∙  Facilitated Poster Session 

—
12:00 – 1:00 PM  ∙  Virtual Keynote  ∙  “The Illusion of Independence in 
Health Professions Education” – Dr. Laura Nimon
There is an illusion of independence in health professions education. As a result, there is a tacit 
emphasis on independent researchers, practitioners, assessors, educators, and patients.  One 
way to expand our thinking is to focus less on the person as an individual agent.  What happens if 
we focus instead on all the social connections a person has, rather than the ability a person has to 
function independently? In this keynote, I will provide several stories of the different ways people 
in health professions learning and practice environments are embedded in their social networks. 
This shift in the way we see pivots from a drive towards the goal of independent practitioners.  
Instead, we might strive towards individuals deeply embedded in social structures who have the 
skills to take advantage of their interdependence. 

—
2:00 – 4:00 pm  ∙  Research Workshop ∙  “Integrating Theory into 
Research” – Dr. Laura Nimmon

Dr. Laura Nimmon is a Scientist at the Centre for Health Education 
Scholarship (CHES) and an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of British Columbia. She is an Associate Editor for the journal 
Perspectives on Medical Education.  In 2020, Dr. Nimmon was the recipient 
of the CAME-ACEM Champion Award for advocacy, role modeling and 
mentorship of early career researchers. Dr. Nimmon’s primary interest is in 
making the influence of social networks visible within the educational and 
clinical practices of the health professions. 

This workshop will demonstrate how theory can be thought of as a “mentor” throughout the 
research process. It will include discussion of how theory is integrated into research (and why). 
Laura will use critical theory as an example of how she has applied theory in her own work.   

 

For information about the poster session and 
keynote presentation, E-mail: 
christen.rachul@umanitoba.ca
Register for the workshop at:
cpd-umanitoba.com/events
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