
GERIATRIC 
ONCOLOGY DAY

MARCH 15, 2019 • 0800 - 1600
Frederic Gaspard Theatre, Basic Medical Sciences Building

Mainpro+  
Group Learning  
MOC Section 1  

Per Session

THIS PROGRAM WILL BE OF INTEREST TO FAMILY PHYSICIANS, SPECIALISTS, 
RESIDENTS, NURSE PRACTITIONERS, NURSES, AND OTHER HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 
WORKING IN URBAN OR RURAL SETTINGS.

With the population increasingly aging, the cancer burden among older adults is 
growing rapidly. Older patients with cancer have unique needs that are not present 
in younger patients. Oncologists will need to incorporate geriatric assessments and 
principles into daily practice in all oncology fields. Establishing a community of practice 
among all Manitoba clinicians who treat older patients with cancer will increasingly 
become an important component of care.

AGENDA

0800  Registration

0830  Welcome and Introduction  - David Dawe

0840  Greetings from CEO & President of CancerCare Manitoba - Sri Navaratnam

0845  Keynote Address - Psychosocial aspects of cancer care for older adults 
  - Fay Strohschein

0945  Case Management of Older Adults with Cancer: A Manitoba Perspective 
  - Heather Purvis and Ashley Bhullar

1030  Break & Exhibit Displays

1100  Cognition, Its all that really matters - Barry Campbell

1130  The impact of frailty and delirium in the surgical patient  
  - Rakesh Arora

1200  Lunch and Exhibit Displays

1300  Immunotherapy in older patients - Vamsee Torri

1330  Clinical cases in symptom management and deprescribing   
  - Elizabeth Rhynhold

1400  Break and Exhibit Displays

1420  The experiences of older adults with cancer and their caregivers  
  across Manitoba - Morgan Stirling

1450  Keynote Address - Building a Geriatric Oncology Program: Lessons Learned  
 -  Shabbir M.H. Alibhai

1550  Concluding Remarks - David Dawe

cpd-umanitoba.com

5.25 Mainpro+ Group Learning 
MOC Section 1 Per Session



WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES:
 • Identify strategies to manage medical, psychological, and social circumstances relevant to treating older adults with cancer

 • Describe methods to integrate principles of geriatric oncology into clinical practice

 • Describe components of and approaches to symptom management in older patients with cancer

PROGRAM DETAILS 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 
PSYCHOSOCIAL ASPECTS OF CANCER CARE FOR OLDER ADULTS
Fay Strohschein, RN, PhD (c) is a PhD candidate in nursing at McGill University, studying treatment decision making from the 
perspective of older adults with cancer. In 2015, she co-founded the Oncology and Aging Special Interest Group within the 
Canadian Association of Nurses in Oncology. She has held fellowships with the CIHR-funded Psychosocial Oncology Research 
Training Program and the Quebec Network for Research on Aging. 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS:  
BUILDING A GERIATRIC ONCOLOGY PROGRAM: LESSONS LEARNED
Dr. Shabbir M.H. Alibhai, MD MSc FRCPC is a Professor in the Department of Medicine at the University of Toronto.  He is a staff 
physician in General Internal Medicine and Geriatrics at Mount Sinai Hospital, a senior scientist at the Toronto General Research 
Institute and the Toronto Rehabilitation Institute, and a prior Research Scientist of the Canadian Cancer Society. 

CASE MANAGEMENT OF OLDER ADULTS WITH CANCER: A MANITOBA PERSPECTIVE
Dr. Ashley Bhullar, MD graduated from the Max Rady College of Medicine in 2015. She went on to complete the Family 
Medicine Integrated Care of the Elderly residency program at the University of Manitoba in 2018. 

Heather Purvis, BN MSc graduated both from Science and Nursing at the University of Manitoba, and received her M.Sc. in 
Health Studies & Gerontology from the University of Waterloo in 2011. She is currently working as the Patient Representative at 
CancerCare Manitoba

COGNITION, IT’S ALL THAT REALLY MATTERS
Dr. Barry Campbell MD, FRCPC is a past director of a memory assessment clinic in Winnipeg with a special interest in dementia, 
delirium and neuropsychiatric disorders.  He works with the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority, the Prairie Mountain Regional 
Health Authority and is an Associate Professor with the University of Manitoba. He is a past Board President of the Alzheimer 
Society of Manitoba.

THE IMPACT OF FRAILTY AND DELIRIUM IN THE SURGICAL PATIENT
Dr. Rakesh Arora MD PhD FRCSC is a professor in Surgery, Anesthesia and Physiology & Pathophysiology at the University 
of Manitoba and was appointed to Section Head of Cardiac Surgery for the WRHA and University of Manitoba since 2017. He 
pioneered a national society, The CANadian CARdiovascular critical care (CANCARE) Society (www.cancaresociety.com) that aims 
to advance the care of critically-ill cardiovascular patients using interdisciplinary expertise in a cooperative model. 



CFPC MAINPRO+ GROUP LEARNING

THIS ONE-CREDIT-PER-HOUR GROUP LEARNING PROGRAM  

MEETS THE CERTIFICATION CRITERIA OF THE COLLEGE OF  

FAMILY PHYSICIANS OF CANADA AND HAS BEEN APPROVED  

BY THE CPD MEDICINE PROGRAM, UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA 

FOR UP TO 5.25 MAINPRO+ CREDITS.

RCPSC MOC SECTION 1

THIS EVENT IS AN ACCREDITED GROUP LEARNING ACTIVITY 

(SECTION 1) AS DEFINED BY THE MAINTENANCE OF  

CERTIFICATION PROGRAM OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF  

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF CANADA, AND APPROVED  

BY THE CPD MEDICINE PROGRAM, UNIVERSITY OF  

MANITOBA FOR A MAXIMUM OF 5.25 HOURS.

PARTICIPANTS SHOULD ONLY CLAIM CREDIT FOR THE ACTUAL 

NUMBER OF HOURS ATTENDED.

PHARMACISTS 

THE COLLEGE OF PHARMACISTS OF MANITOBA RECOGNIZES 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES THAT HAVE BEEN ACCREDITED BY  

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF  

CANADA (MOC) AND/OR THE COLLEGE OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS 

OF CANADA (MAINPRO+). PHARMACISTS CAN CLAIM THESE 

CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AS  

ACCREDITED LEARNING BY SELECTING THE APPROPRIATE 

ACCREDITING BODY IN THE MEMBER’S ONLINE PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT LOG.

IMMUNOTHERAPY IN OLDER PATIENTS
Dr. Vamsee Torri, MD, FACP FRCPC completed his residency in Internal 
Medicine, and fellowship in Hematology and Oncology at Columbia University 
affiliated St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital, New York. Subsequently, he worked as a 
medical oncologist at Saskatchewan Cancer Agency for five years before moving 
to CancerCare Manitoba. He directs the second-year undergraduate medical 
school “Principles of Oncology” course at the University of Manitoba. 

CLINICAL CASES IN SYMPTOM MANAGEMENT  
AND DEPRESCRIBING
Dr. Elizabeth Rhynold, MD FRCPC completed her internal medicine residency 
at the University of Saskatchewan and a geriatric medicine fellowship at 
University of British Columbia. She relocated to Virden Manitoba in October 
2016 and is now doing comprehensive geriatric assessments throughout Prairie 
Mountain Health and collaborating with local providers who are working with 
frail elderly.

THE EXPERIENCES OF OLDER ADULTS WITH CANCER  
AND THEIR CAREGIVERS ACROSS MANITOBA 
Morgan Stirling, M.Sc is Projects and Evaluation Coordinator in the 
Underserved Populations Program at CancerCare Manitoba. He works alongside 
Dr. David Dawe as the coordinator for the CCMB FITS initiative, which seeks to 
improve the care and outcomes of older adults with cancer in Manitoba. Morgan 
has a Master of Science from the University of Manitoba. 

DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

In keeping with accreditation guidelines, speakers participating in this event 
are required to disclose to the audience any involvement with industry or other 
organizations that may potentially influence the presentation of the educational 
material.

ACCREDITATION

This event was co-developed with the CPD Medicine Program, University of 
Manitoba and was planned to achieve scientific integrity, objectivity and balance. 
The University Of Manitoba, CPD Medicine Program is fully accredited by the 
Committee on Accreditation of Continuing Medical Education (CACME).

MBTELEHEALTH

This program is available to all MBTelehealth sites. It is up to you to ensure that 
your location is available and reserved for your use. To receive credits and access 
speakers’ presentations post-event, you must be a registrant. 



GOLD SPONSOR:

SILVER SPONSOR:

BRONZE SPONSORS:

THIS PROGRAM HAS RECEIVED AN 
UNRESTRICTED EDUCATIONAL GRANT  
OR IN-KIND SUPPORT FROM: 

AstraZeneca

Bristol-Myers Squibb

Eli-Lilly 

Janssen

Pfizer

Teva

ONLINE REGISTRATION

Methods of payment are by VISA, Master-
Card and AMEX. Register online at:  
cpd-umanitoba.com

FEES - LIVE OR VIA MB TELEHEALTH

Physician: $150 
Resident/Student: $0 
Other Health Care Professional: $0

REFUND POLICY

Upon written request 14 days prior to the 
event, a refund will be given less $35 for 
administrative costs. No refunds will be 
given for cancellations after this date.

CONTACT

Amanda Marten, Program Coordinator 
Email: Amanda.Marten@umanitoba.ca

CPD Medicine Program 
Max Rady College of Medicine 
Rady Faculty of Health Sciences 
University of Manitoba 
260 Brodie – 727 McDermot Ave. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3E 3P5 
Phone: 204-789-3660 
Fax: 204-789-3911


